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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §121(c), the claim listing, including the text of the claims, will serve to 
replace all prior versions of the claims in the application. 

Please amend Claims 1, 4-7, 10-15, 19, 21-22, 25-27, 31, 33-34 and 37 and cancel Claims 
2, 3, 16-18 and 28-30 as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A secondary battery^ comprising: 

an electrode unit having a first electrode plate, a second electrode plate, a separator 
interposed therebetween, and first and second electrode tabs respectively extending fi-om the first and 
second electrode plates; 

a can adapted to accommodate the electrode unit and an electrolytic solution; and 
a cap plate adapted to seal the can and having an electrolytic solution inlet, whe r ein a first 
area of a first opening of t he electrolytic solution inlet has an area on [[one]]afirst surface of the cap 
plate being different fi*om tha t on anoth e r a second area of a second opening of the electrolytic 
solution inlet on a second surface of the cap plat e, the first surface of the cap plate and the second 
surface of the cap plate opposite to and being spaced apart from the electrode unit> with the first 
surface facing to an exterior of the secondary battery and the second surface facing to the electrode 
unit, and with the first area being smaller than the second area , 

2. (Cancelled) 
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1 3. (Cancelled) 

1 4. (Currently Amended) The secondary battery of claim 1 , fiirther comprising [[a]] at least 

2 one channel adapted to facilitate injection of an electrolytic solution in the neighborhood of the 

3 electrolytic solution inlet. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The secondary battery ofclaim 4, wherein one end of the channel 

2 is integrated and connected to the electrolytic solution inlet 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The secondary battery of claim [[4]] 5, wherein the channel is 

2 linearly shaped and arranged spirally r adially i n the neighborhood of the electrolytic solution inlet. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The secondary battery of claim 4, wherein the channel has a depth 

2 in a range of 0. 1 mm to 0.5 mm. 

1 8. (Original) The secondary battery of claim 1 , wherein the electrolytic solution inlet has 

2 a sloping cross-section, 

1 9. (Withdrawn) The secondary battery of claim 1 , wherein the electrolytic solution inlet has 

2 a stepped portion recessed to a predeteraiined depth in the neighborhood of the electrolytic solution 

3 inlet. 
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10. (Withdrawn and Currently Amended) The secondary battery of claim 9, wherein the 
stepped portion has a depth in a range of 0.1 nm to 0.5 mm. 

11. (Withdrawn and Currently Amended) The secondarybatteryofclaiml, wherein the first 
electrode tab is electrically connected to a terminal pin which is physically c onnected to the cap plate 
and ar r ang e d to be electrically i nsulated there fro m fi-om the cap plate , and the second electrode tab 
is welded to the cap plate at a position between the terminal pin and the electrolytic solution inlet. 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The secondary battery of claim 1 , wherein w ith t he first electrode 
tab [[is]] being electrically connected to a terminal pin which is physically c onnected to the cap plate 
and ar r anged to be electrically i nsulated th c re ftp m firom the cap plate, [[and]] the second electrode 
tab [[is]] being welded to the cap plate at a first p osition opposite to t he electrolytic solution inle t 
wi t li respect to t lic t e rminal phx a nd the terminal pin being disposed between the electrolytic solution 
inlet and the first position . 

13. (Currently Amended) The secondary battery of claim 12, fiirther comprising a safety 
yent arranged at a second p ositio n, the second electrode tab being disposed between the terminal pin 
and the second position opposite t o t lie t ernmial pin wi t li resp e ct t o the xecnnd elec t m r t e t ab o f t he 
cap pla t e , and.the safety yent being adapted to rupture when the internal pressure of the sealed can 
increases to a leyel greater than a predetermined allowed leyel. 
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14. (Currently Amended) A secondary battery^ comprising: 

an electrode unit having a: first electrode plate, a second electrode plate, a separator 
interposed therebetween, and first and second electrode tabs respectively extending firom the first and 
second electrode plates; 

a can adapted to acc o mmodat e encase t he electrode unit and an electrolytic solution; 

a cap plate adapted to seal the can; 

a terminal pin connect e d s o as to b e insulated f r o m tlie cap plate to which the first elec tr ode 
tab is elcct r icallv comiccte d electricallv connected to the first electrode tab and phvsicallv connected 
to and electricallv insulated firom the cap plate : [[and]] 

an insulating plate provided on an inner a second surface of the cap plate and extending in 
[[one]] a direction [[of|] along which the cap plate extends and arranged to insulate the terminal pin 
firom the cap plate; and 

wherein the second electrode tab [[is]] being welded to the cap plate at a positio n, the 
terminal pin being disposed between an electrolvtic solution inlet and the second electrode tab, a first 
area of a first opening of the electrolytic solution inlet on a first surface of the cap plate being 
different firom a second area of a second opening of an injection hole on the second surface of the 
cap plate, the first surface of the cap place and the second surface of the cap plate opposite to and 
spaced apart from the electrode unit, the first surface facing to an exterior of the secondary battery 
and the second surface facing to the electrode unit and with the first area being smaller than the 
second area opp o si t e to t he el e ctr o lytic solu t ion inle t with respec t t o tlie terminal pin . 

-8- 



PATENT 
P57016 



1 15. (Currently Amended) The secondary battery of claim 1 4, furth e r comprising an with the 

2 electrolytic solution inlet being arranged to overlap the insulating plate, and [[an]] tiie injection hole 

3 disposed corresponding to the electrolytic solution inlet arranged in the insulating plate. 

1 16. (Cancelled) 

1 17. (Cancelled) 

1 18. (Cancelled) 

1 19. (Currently Amended) The secondary battery of claim 15, further comprising [[a]] at least 

2 one channel adapted to facilitate injection of an electrolytic solution in the neighborhood of the 

3 injection hole. 

1 20. (Original) The secondary battery of claim 19, wherein one end of the channel is 

2 connected to the injection hole. 

1 21. (Currently Amended) The secondary battery of claim [[ 1 9]] 20, wherein the channel is 

2 linearly shaped and arranged s p irally r adially in the neighborhood of the injection hole. 
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22. (Currently Amended) The secondary battery of claim 19, wherein the channel has a 
depth in a range of 0. 1 mm to 0.5 mm. 

23. (Original) The secondary battery of claim 1 5, wherein the injection hole has a sloping 
cross-section. 

24. (Withdrawn) The secondary battery of claim 1 5, wherein a stepped portion recessed to 
a predetermined depth is arranged in the neighborhood of the injection hole. 

25. (Withdrawn and Currently Amended) The secondaiybatteryofclaim 24, wherein the 
stepped portion has a depth in a range of 0.1 nmi t o 0.5 mm. 

26. (Currently Amended) The secondary battery of claim 14, further comprising a safety 
vent arranged at a positio n, the second electrode tab being disposed between the terminal pin and the 
position opposite to t he terminal pin with r e spect t o tli c second elccti 'o d c tab o f the cap pla t e , and 
the safety vent adapted to rupture when the internal pressiire of the sealed can increases so as to be 
greater than a predetermined allowed level. 

27. (Currently Amended) A secondary battery^ comprising: 

an electrode unit having a first electrode plate, a second electrode plate, a separator 
interposed therebetween, and first and second electrode tabs respectively extending from the first and 
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second electrode plates; 

a can adapted to accommoda te encase t he electrode unit and an electrolytic solution; 

a cap plate adapted to seal the can an d, said cap plate having an electrolytic solution inlet; 

a terminal pin connected so as t o be insulat e d from t lic cap plate to wliich the first electrode 
tab is electrically comiec t ed e lectrically connected to the first electrode tab and physically connected 
to and electrically insulated firom the cap plate: [[and]] 

an insulating plate arranged on an inne r a second surface of the cap plate [[and]] , said 
insulating plate extending in one direction of the cap plate and adapted t o insulate i nsulating t he 
terminal pin firom the cap plate; and 

wherein t he electrolytic solution inlet [[is]] being arranged to overlap the insulating plate, and 
an injection hole disposed c or r esponding t o in correspondence with t he electrolytic solution inlets 
the electrolytic solution inlet [[is]] being positioned ar r anged in the insulating plat e, a first area of 
a first opening of the electrolytic solution inlet on a first surface of the insulating plate being different 
firom a second area of a second opening of the injection hole on a second surface of the cap plate, 
the first surface of the cap place and the second surface of the cap plate opposite to and spaced apart 
firom the electrode unit, the first surface facing to an exterior of the secondary battery and the second 
surface facing to the electrode unit and the first area being smaller than the second area . 

28. (Cancelled) 

29. (Cancelled) 
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30. (Cancelled) 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) The secondary battery of claim 27, further comprising [[a]] at 
least one channel adapted to facilitate injection of an electrolytic solution in the neighborhood of the 
injection hole. 

32. (Original) The secondary battery of claim 31, wherein one end of the channel is 
connected to the injection hole. 

33. (Currently Amended) The secondary battery of claim [[31]] 32, wherein the channel is 
linearly shaped and arranged s p irally r adially in the neighborhood of the injection. 

34. (Currently Amended) The secondary battery of claim 31, wherein the channel has a 
depth in a range of 0.1 mm to 0.5 mm. 

35. (Original) The secondary battery of claim 27, wherein the injection hole has a sloping 
cross-section. 

36. (Withdrawn) The secondary battery of claim 27, wherein a stepped portion recessed to 
a predetermined depth is arranged in the neighborhood of the injection hole. 
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37. (Withdrawn and Currently Amended) The secondary battery of claim 36, wherein the 
stepped portion has a depth in a range of 0.1mm to 0.5 nmi. 
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